about a ccnmry ago Free of the
natural predators that kept them in
check in South America, imported
fire ants have became a significant
pest throughout much of the south-
ern United States. The ants are

reddish-brown or black in color
and are 1/8 to %% inch long, accord-
ing to APHIS.
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The quarantine area includes all
of Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Car-
olina, and Puerto Rico; large por-
tions of Arkansas, North Carolina,
Tennessee and Texas; and a small
part of California, New Mexico
and Oklahoma.

pact than the emerald ash borer’s
arrival in Missouri, “Housman
said, referring to the beetle that has
killed millions of ash ftrees in
Michigan and was found in south-
eastern Missouri in 2008.

“While the deaths of millions of
urban ash trees in Missouri’s cities
and towns would have a significant

VIeWINng a quarantine map or en-
tering a ZIP code at

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant h
ealth/plant pest info/fireandts/ .

The site contains extensive infor-
mation about imported fire ants,
including guidelines for producers
and purchasers of baled hay.
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