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New State Conservationist for NRCS
Effective August 30th, J. R. Flores will serve as

the Missouri State Conservationist for the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

Since March 2004 Mr. Flores has served as the
NRCD Sate Conservationist in North Dakota,
where he has provided leadership to approxi-
mately 300 employees and managed an annual
budget of $100 million.   In Missouri he will pro-
vide leadership to approximately 400 NRCS em-
ployees and manage an annual budget of $110
million.  As State Conservationist, Mr. Flores di-
rects NRCSÕ statewide efforts in helping people
help the land through locally-led, cooperative con-
servation programs.  He had been a strong sup-
porter of partnership efforts in the past is
committed to continuing these efforts in Missouri.

Mr. Flores is a native of Altus, Oklahoma. He
received a BachelorÕs Degree in Agronomy from
Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma.  His
27-year NRCS career has included serving in sev-
eral locations as a Soil Conservationist and as a
District Conservationist in Oklahoma and Texas,
and as an Area Conservationist in Oklahoma.  He
later served as an Assistant State Conservationist
in California before serving for six months as Act-
ing State Conservationist in Wyoming when he was
selected as North Dakota State Conservationist.

J. R. and his wife Nancy have three grown chil-
dren and three grandchildren.  They have a daugh-
ter in San Francisco, a daughter in Bismarck, ND,
and a son who is serving a tour in Afghanistan with
the U.S. Army. 

Partners-In-Education
Kelbie Fries

Information/ Education Specialist

A new school year has begun for the kids of Livingston
County.  This year the Soil and Water Conservation District will
be partnered with 3 schools around the Livingston area for Part-
ners-In-Education.  This year I will be talking about Habitats to
our Partners-In-Education classes.  I have a lot of fun filled ac-
tivities about forest, prairie, and wetland habitats for the kids.
We will also be talking about how to protect habitats, and make
their own habitats at their homes and schools. Habitats are very
easy to create you can do as little as plant a tree or a flower bed
and create habitats for many animals around your home.  I am
very excited about this year, and looking forward to meeting
with the classes.  If there is any clubs or organizations that
would like us to come and talk to them about soil and water con-
servation we would be more than happy to, you can contact us
at 660-646-5687 ext. 3.

The 2009 NACD/Auxiliary
Photo Contest is open to amateur
photographers (one whose majority
of income does not come from pho-
tography) who are residents of the
United States or its territories.  Par-
ticipants can enter as many as five
photos total each year in any of the
four categories Conservation Prac-
tices, Close up Conservation, Con-
servation in Action, or Agriculture
and Conservation Across America.
The deadline to enter the 2009 photo
contest is December 1, 2009.  One
winner will be selected for each cat-
egory and age division.  Persons age

19 and over as of December 1, 2009
will compete in the adult division.
Persons age 18 or younger will com-
pete in the youth age division.  Each
first place winner will receive a $50
cash prize and will be displayed at
the NACDÕs 2010 Annual Meeting.
For more information on forms and
instructions go online to  www.nacd-
net.comthen click on the steward-
ship& education tab, then click on
contest then click on photo contest.
For questions on how to access the
information contact Kelbie Fries,
SWCD information/ education spe-
cialists at (660) 646-5687.

2009 NACD/Auxiliary
Photo Contest


